
CURRICULUM VITÆ

Professor Ian Smail

PERSONAL DETAILS

Full name: Ian Robert Smail

Address: Institute for Computational Cosmology, Tel: +44 191 334 3605
Ogden Centre for Fundamental Physics, Fax: +44 191 334 3645
Durham University, E-mail: ian.smail [at] durham.ac.uk
South Road,
Durham DH1 3LE, UK. Nationality: British & US.

CURRENT POST

I am currently Head of Astronomy in the Physics Department at Durham University. I have held a
personal Chair at Durham since April 2004.

EDUCATION

Undergraduate: 1986–1989 Emmanuel College, University of Cambridge.
Hooper Scholarship.

Degree: M.A. (Hons) Physics and Theoretical Physics
(Natural Sciences Tripos).
Upper second.

Postgraduate: 1989–1993 University College, University of Durham.
Degree: Ph.D. in Astronomy.
Title: Gravitational Lensing by Rich Clusters.
Supervisor: Prof. Richard Ellis FRS CBE.

RESEARCH CAREER

1993–1995 NATO Advanced Research Fellow in the Physics, Maths and Astronomy Division of
the California Institute of Technology.

1995 Carnegie Fellow at the Observatories of the Carnegie Institution of Washington.

1996–1998 PPARC Advanced Fellow in the Department of Physics, University of Durham.

1998–2008 Royal Society University Research Fellow in the Department of Physics, Durham Uni-
versity.

2001–2003 Philip Leverhulme Prize Fellow in the Department of Physics, University of Durham.

2004– Professor, Department of Physics, Durham University

2009– Head of Astronomy, Department of Physics, Durham University

2011–2012 Royal Society Leverhulme Trust Senior Research Fellow, Durham University (declined)

2011–2013 Leverhulme Research Fellow, Durham University

1996–1997 Visiting Research Associate at the Observatories of the Carnegie Institution of Wash-
ington

1998 Honorary Visiting Fellow in the School of Physics, University of New South Wales,
Sydney.

2006– International Astronomical Union Member



PhD Students

1998–2001 Dr. Kevin Pimbblet. “Stellar populations of X-ray luminous clusters at z = 0.1”.
Lecturer, Monash University, Australia. (co-supervised with Dr. A. Edge).

1999–2002 Dr. Graham Smith. “Gravitational lensing by X-ray luminous galaxy clusters”. Reader,
University of Birmingham.

2003–2005 Dr. Mark Swinbank. “Mapping the dynamics, star-formation rates and chemical prop-
erties of galaxies with integral field spectroscopy”. STFC Advanced Fellow, Durham
University. (co-supervised with Prof. R. Bower).

2005–2007 Dr. James Geach. “Obscured activity and the role of environment on galaxy evolution
at high redshift”. Postdoctoral Fellow, McGill University.

2007–2009 Dr. Julie Wardlow. “The role of obscured activity in galaxy formation”. Postdoctoral
Fellow, Centre for Galaxy Evolution, University of California, Irvine.

2009– Alice Danielson. “Gas, dust and stars in high-redshift galaxies”. Second year PhD
student, Durham University.
I have also worked with David Gilbank (funded by my Leverhulme Trust Prize) and

STFC-funded PDRAs: Jason Stevens, Bodo Zeigler, Michael Balogh, Kristen Coppin, James Geach,
Yuichi Matsuda, John Stott and Alex Karim.
COMMITTEES AND POSTS

1998 Member of GBFC Advisory Panel – “Astronomy in the Next Decade”.

1998–2001 Member of UK Infrared Telescope Time Allocation Committee.

1999–2001 Member of UK Infrared Telescope Board.

1999–2000 Member of the Astronomy Panel of the PPARC Long-Term Science Review (“Vi-
sion”Panel).

2001 Member of the PPARC Oversight Committee.

2001– External Project Scientist for SCUBA-2.

2003 Member on Cycle 13 Hubble Space Telescope Peer Review Panel.

2003–2006 Member of the PPARC ALMA Oversight Committee.

2003–2004 International Referee for Subaru Telescope TAC.

2003 Member of the Scientific Organising Committee for “Multiwavelength Mapping of Gal-
axy Formation and Evolution” ESO/MPA Conference, Venice.

2003 Chair SCUBA-2 Software Preliminary Design Review.

2004 Member on Cycle 6 Chandra X-ray Telescope Peer Review Panel (Declined).

2004–2008 Member of the PPARC JWST-MIRI Oversight Committee.

2004–2007 Member of the PPARC Observational Astronomy Grants Panel.

2004 Advisor to ESO Observing Programme Committee (Declined).

2004 Member of the Scientific Organising Committee for “The Role of Mergers and Feedback
in Galaxy Evolution” Workshop, Ringberg.

2004–2005 Member of the JCMT Survey Steering Group.

2005–2007 Reviewer for Royal Society Short Visit and Conference Grants.

2005 Member on Cycle 2 Spitzer Space Telescope Peer Review Panel.

2005 Member of the JCMT International Review Panel.

2005 Session organiser, National Astronomical Meeting, Birmingham.

2005–2008 Member of the Royal Society Conference and Short Visit Grants Panel.

2006 Member of the Scientific Organising Committee for “Galaxy Evolution across the Hubble
Time” Symposium # 235, IAU Conference, Prague.

2006 Co-chair of the Local Organising Committee for the “Cosmic Frontiers” Conference,
Durham.

2006 Chair of ad-hoc JCMT Panel on Commissioning.

2006 Member of the ASTRONET EU FP6 ERA-Net.



2006 Member of the VISTA Public Survey Panel (Declined).
2006–2007 Reviewer for the STFC Fellowships Panel.
2007–2010 Member of the STFC Astronomy Grants Panel.
2007 Member of the Scientific Organising Committee for the “Galaxy Growth in a Dark

Universe” Conference, Heidelberg.
2007 Member of the Scientific Organising Committee for the “Gas Accretion and Star For-

mation in Galaxies” Conference, Munich.
2007 Chair of the SCUBA-2 Commissioning Plan Review Panel.
2007 International referee for Subaru Telescope TAC.
2007 Expert external reviewer for STFC Project Peer Review Panel.
2007 Member of the SCUBA-2 Advanced Data Product Review Panel.
2007 Member of the STFC Far IR and Submm Advisory Panel.
2007 External advisor for the 2008 National Astronomy Meeting SOC.
2007–2008 Member of the JCMT International Time Allocation Panel.
2007–2010 Member of the JCMT Time Allocation Panel.
2007–2011 Member of the STFC ALMA Oversight Committee.
2008–2010 Member of the VLA/VLBA Referee Panel.
2008 Advisor to ESO Observing Programme Committee (Declined).
2009 Advisor to ESO Observing Programme Committee.
2010 Member of the Physical Sciences Grants Panel of the Norwegian Research Council.
2010 Advisor to ESO Observing Programme Committee (Declined).
2010 Member of the Physical Sciences Grants Panel of the Norwegian Research Council.
2010 Member of the “Investissements d’Avenir” Panel of the French Agence Nationale de la

Recherche (Declined).
2011 Advisor to ESO Observing Programme Committee.
2011 Deputy Chair of the STFC Astronomy Grants Panel.
2011 Member of the Local Organising Committee for the “Galaxy Formation” Conference,

Durham.
2012 Member of the Scientific Organising Committee for the “The intriguing life of massive

galaxies” Conference, IAU, Beijing.
2011–2013 Member of the Editorial Board of “Galaxies” open-access journal.
2011–2013 Editor in Chief of the “Galaxies” open-access journal (Declined).

In addition, I act as a referee for Nature, MNRAS, ApJ, A&A and AJ. I am an ex-
ternal reviewer for the Canadian Gemini, CFHT and JCMT TACs, the European Research Council,
Canadian, Italian, French and Dutch national funding bodies (NSERC, INAF, CNRS and NWO re-
spectively), and for the European Research Council, Royal Society, Leverhulme, Guggenheim, Alexan-
der von Humboldt and United States-Israel Binational Science foundations. I have provided formal
opinions on tenure hires and promotions at the Universities of Cambridge, Nottingham, Central Lan-
cashire, Hertfordshire, Arizona, Haverford College, Rutgers, the Australia Telescope National Facility,
the US National Optical Astronomy Observatories and for NASA’s IPAC Center.

RESEARCH TOPICS
My research interests cover three areas in Extragalactic Astronomy: dust-obscured starburst galaxies;
environmental influences on galaxy formation and gravitational lensing by galaxies and clusters of
galaxies. I have worked in the latter two fields since the early 1990s, while my work on dust-
obscured starburst began with the discovery of the submillimetre galaxy population in 1997. My
refereed publications are roughly evenly divided between these three areas and I have supervised PhD
students working in all three areas.
The NASA ADS database lists over 20,000 citations to my 260 refereed publications, with over 3,100
citations to my 30 first-author papers. 58 of my papers have been cited more than 100 times each,
29 of my papers are in the top 1% of most-highly-cited papers published in their month and my
H-index is 74.



1

PUBLICATIONS – Ian Smail

I. Refereed Journals:

1) “Spectroscopy of Arcs in the Rich Cluster Abell 963”, Ellis, R. S., Allington-Smith, J. R., Smail, I., 1991, MNRAS,
249, 184–190.

2) “A Statistically-Complete Survey for Arc-like Features in Images of Distant Rich Clusters of Galaxies”, Smail, I., Ellis,
R. S., Fitchett, M. J., Nørgaard-Nielsen, H. U., Hansen, L., Jørgensen, H. E., 1991, MNRAS, 252, 19–29.

3) “The Nature of Star Formation in Lensed Galaxies at High Redshift”, Smail, I., Ellis, R. S., Aragòn-Salamanca, A.,
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R., Ellis, R. S., Kneib, J.-P., Smail, I., Sanahuja, B., 1996, MNRAS, 281, L75–L81. (astro-ph/9606015).

17) “ HST Observations of Giant Arcs: High Resolution Imaging of Distant Field Galaxies”, Smail, I., Dressler, A.,
Kneib, J.-P., Ellis, R. S., Couch, W. J., Sharples, R. M., Oemler, A., 1996, ApJ, 469, 508–518. (astro-ph/9503063).

18) “ Hubble Space Telescope Observations of the Rich Cluster of Galaxies Abell 2218”, Kneib, J.-P., Ellis, R. S., Smail, I.,
Couch, W. J., Sharples, R. M., 1996, ApJ, 471, 643–658. (astro-ph/9511015).

19) “Star Counts Redivivus II: Deep Star Counts with the Keck and HST and the Luminosity Function of the Galactic
Halo”, Reid, I. N., Yan, L., Majewski, S., Thompson, I., Smail, I., 1996, AJ, 112, 1472–1486. (astro-ph/9607033).

20) “The Faint End of the Luminosity Function in Intermediate Redshift Clusters”, Wilson, G., Smail, I., Ellis, R. S.,
Couch, W. J., 1997, MNRAS, 284, 915–930. (astro-ph/9610199).

21) “A Comparison of Direct and Indirect Mass Estimates for Distant Clusters of Galaxies”, Smail, I., Ellis, R. S.,
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577–591. (astro-ph/9707232).

28) “A Statistical Analysis of the Galaxy Populations of Distant Luminous X-ray Clusters”, Smail, I., Edge, A. C., Ellis,
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R. S., Couch, W. J., Dressler, A., Oemler, A., Poggianti, B. M., Sharples, R. M., 1998, ApJ, 501, 522–532. (astro-
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ph/9712161).
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39) “The History of Star Formation in Dusty Galaxies”, Blain, A. W., Smail, I., Ivison, R. J., Kneib, J.-P., 1999, MNRAS,
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